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Congressman Anthony Weiner (left) has fought along side the RWDSUto keep Wal-Mart out of New York City. (above right, l to r)
RWDSUSec-Treasurer Jack Wurm, NWBCCC President Teresa Andersen, President Emeritus Lenore Miller, and President Stuart
Appelbaum. Andersen accepted the Lenore Miller Trade Unionist award on behalf of the NWBCCC.

Congressman Anthony Weiner today told delegates
to the convention that he will continue to help them fight to
keep Wal-Mart from moving into New York City, and that
he thinks more Democrats should call out Republican mem-
bers of Congress who are blocking vital legislation.

"I don't think people are turning on the TV and say-
ing the Democrats are too outraged," he said in defending
his impassioned comments on the House floor last week.  "I
think the problem is that we're not yelling enough."

He said of his Democratic colleagues, "We some-
times come into knife fights carrying library books."

Weiner said he was upset last week that Republican
House members dismissed his effort to pass a bill paying
medical costs for 9-11 first responders who've suffered seri-
ous health problems from exposure to toxins in the air at
Ground Zero, with one Republican House member remark-
ing, "people die all the time."

He chastised Republicans for demanding substan-
tial changes in health care and stimulus legislation, having
gotten them, and still voting "no."

He praised the union for its work in the successful
fight to block Wal-Mart from opening a store in Queens,
saying, "We won that fight because we punched up and did-
n't sit down."

Weiner said the union should keep fighting Wal-
Mart, because the retail giant not only fails to pay decent
wages and provide adequate health insurance for employ-
ees, it wrecks the economy in the neighborhoods where it
locates.

"Our economy is driven by mom and pop stores, so
the idea of displacing those shops isn't a minor thing," he
said, adding that such small stores provide the jobs that are
needed in a community. "They fundamentally change the
neighborhoods they go into." United Farm Workers President Arturo Rodriguez noted the U.S.

agricultural supply would be disrupted without immigrant w orkers. Continued on Back...
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A Singing Union

Thank You!
A big RWDSUthanks to everyone who attended the RWDSU 21st

Quadrennial Convention and helped make it such a memorable event. Together,
we are standing up for working people!

United Farm Workers President Arturo Rodriguez 
addressed delegates, and talked about the need for immigra-
tion reform, and for unions to continue going toe-to-toe with
bosses in the fight for workers' rights. 

He spotlighted the UFW's new "Take Our Jobs"
campaign, which encourages American citizens and legal
residents looking for work to become farm workers.  So far,
only three American citizens have taken the UFWup on its
offer of a job in dangerous, tiring, and harsh work that often
accompanies agricultural labor. Over 9,000 out-of-work
American citizens turned down the job offer when they
found out what the lives of agricultural workers are like. 

In accepting the Lenore Miller Trade Unionist
Award on behalf of the Northwest Bronx Community and
Clergy Coalition President Teresa Andersen put the spot-
light on the RWDSU's fight for living wage legislation so
that no working New Yorkers are forced to live in poverty.

Monsignor Kevin Sullivan shows off his RWDSU Convention
badge during his address. 

Continued From Front...

The Alabama and Mid-South Council Choir, led by RWDSURep. James Shackelford, showed that the best music is RWDSU music.

Today’s Session: Officer Elections,  Cuomo, Dongfang
During today’s final session of the RWDSU

Convention, we will hold elections for all RWDSU
officers. In addition, we have two guest speakers.

Andr ew Cuomois the New York State
Attorney General, and a 2010 New York guberna-
torial candidate. Under his leadership, the NYS
Attorney General’s office has gained a reputation
for fighting for working people, winning a $1.4
million settlement to over 1,000 workers who had
been cheated out of fair pay at New York retailer
Yellow Rat Bastard.

Han Dongfangis a pro-worker activist who
organized communist China’s first independent

labor union in 1989, during the Tianammen
democracy movement. He was imprisoned for his
beliefs, and now continues to fight for workers in
China from exile.

Andrew Cuomo Han Dongfang






